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I have the honor to transmit @ memorandum containing OL 
the informal comments and observations of Consul iM, R. PER 
Rutherford in regard to current political developments in E 
Qatar and, more particularly, in Doha, the capital. Mr. 
Kutherford flew from Jahrein to Loha on Uctober 8 in the 
company of Mr. Michael Jacomb, the British rolitical vufficer 
assigned there; he stayed overnight in Doha as the house- 
guest of Mr. Philip Plant, the advisor to the Sheikh, called 
on the sheikh in the company of Mr. Jacomb and Mr. Plant, and 
visited the other several foreigners in Loha. On Uctober 
9 ir. nutherford proceeded to Umm waid by automobile, stayed 
overnight in the PD@ camp there, and then the next day drove 
on to Dukhan where he stayed two nights in the PDQ Guest 
House. Uuring these latter three days of his trip Mr. Ruther- 
ford was in the company of Mr. C. Hed. Tirbutt, the PDQ Kepre- 
sentative in Doha. : 


Mr. Kutherford had not had any previous acquaintance a 
with watar or the local figures there, but it is believed 
that his remarks may have some interest in disclosing the Ms 
very modest beginnings of a political and economic exploi- cf 
tation which is being undertaken by British interests and av 
which would seem to be intended to follow the pattern es~ 
tabitened in Bahrein. : 
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MEMOUORaAD UM 


Subject: Current rolitical Developments in yatar 





gatar stands in the same dependent treaty relationship to 
the British Government as do the several other local sheikhéoms 
in this Persian Gulf area. ‘'ne affairs of watar nad not, however, 
until recently assumed any considerable importance and they were 
handledfthe British Political Agent stationed at Bahrein from his 
office there. 

Oil was discovered in Qatar prior to the beginning of World 
War IZ by the Iraq Petroleum Company's producing subsidiary, 
Petroleum Development (Qatar) Ltd. ‘The wells were cemented up 
during the war and the field was not further developed until 
after 1946. ‘The field, centered around Dukhan on the western 
shore of the peninsula, is now connected by a pipeline with a 
tanker loading terminal at Umm Said, on the eastern shore of the 
peninsula. Off-shore shipments began right at the end of December 
1949 and are now leveled off at about 165,000 tons per month, 
with royalties at three rupees per ton the sneikhdom has now 4 
regualar income of the equivalent of about plOO,000 per month. 

The present Sheikh, 'Ali, came to his position in August 
1949 after a period of several months of internal confusion which 
resulted in the abdication of his father, sheikh Abdulla. it was 
at this time that the British found the suitable opportunity to 
install at Doha to be near the sheikh a Political Officer (as 
distinct from a Political agent). ‘his rolitical Ufficer Operates 
under the nominal jurisdiction of the Political agent at pahrein. 

Qatar has a total popplation of something Life 20,000 of 
whom by far the greatest proportion live in Doha, the only 
settlement deserving the title of a city,and the place of the 
sheikh's residence. 


British Community at Doha 





The present Political Officer is Michael B. Jacomb. He has 
been in Doha for only three or four months, having taken over 
from John Wilton who is now on leave. (A gap of a couple of 
weeks between Wilton and Jacomb was bridged by P.D. Stobart who 
had departed from his post at Sharja and was also proceeding 
on leave; it is understood that Mr. Stopart will not be coming 
back to the Persian Gulf area.) 

Mr. Jacomb is anpersonable single young man and seemingly 
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very capable and intelligent. «ne had served for about two 
years in the Foreign vffice, dealing with italian affairs, 
before being assigned this past spring to the rolitical 
Residency at bahrein. ‘There he served briefly as an aide 

or office assistant to Sir Kupert Hay, before being drafted 
for the job in Yoha. He is studying arabic and seems to have 
established himself easily in the community. doe states that 
he is not however in love with the Near ast, from what he 
has seen of it, and that he is not considering specialized 
service in this area. 

A new combined office-living quarters has just been com- 
pleted for the Political Uffice -- across the main square 
from the »heikh's palace and adjacent to the advisorate. Mir, 
Jacomb has for his use a new Humber and quite decent living 
accomodations; his office staff consists of one interpreter 
and one clerk. 


lire Philip L. Plant has served since lebruary of this 
year as advisor to the Sheikh on local administrative and 
fiscal matters; his position is an obvious replica of that 
which has been built up over a number of years in sanrein 
by Mr. Dalrymple Belgreve. ‘he acceptance of an Advisor was 
among the more fundamental provisions which the British have 
"sold" to the Sheikh during the past year. It is understood 
that the opening was offered around in London for some little 
time before being taken up by lir. Plant; certainly the position 
offers little}worldly or spiritual comforts. 

Mr. Plant had had, in the twenties and thirties, a pro- 
tracted period of service with the Royal «air Force -- in Iraq 
and Jordan among other places -- and had acquired a working 
speaking knowledge of Arabic. ‘then he had retired but, at the 
outbreak of war, had been called up again for active duty. 
During the war he served in SHakF tieadquarters in London and 
ended with the rank of Group Captain -- a title by which he 
is still addressed by his colleagues. His wife, who has just 
joined him this past month, is from southern france and speaks 
with a slight accent; she is a very charming person and is a 
definite asset to lir, Plant in his postion. 

Mr. Plant is afflicted with chronic stomach disorders and 
is patently of a nervous temperment. He gives the impression 
of feeling harassed and impatient although, in periods of 
relaxed conversation, he can be quite reflective and composed. 
I feel certain that he does not treat his responsibilities with 
any great amount of amusement or imagination and that, in turn, 
he receives but little real satisfactionjfrom his daily ac-= 
complishments. 


As has been noted in otner despatches, the training of a 
native constabulary was one of the first undertakings last year 
which indicated a growing British interest in Qatar. The sheikh 
was induced to employ Mr. Konald Cochran as Commandant of this 
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new police force; lir. Cochran had been an inspector with the 
Bahrein police force and was well acquainted with the problems 
at hand. He set about his assignment with very commendable 
despatch and in this intervening year he has outfitted and 
trained about 150 nen. These police are stationed throughout 
the peninsula in small contingents and, without question, have 
contributed to the more effective law enforcement which has 
been evident receitly. On the other hand i had the casual 
impression that probably an inordinant amount of attention is 
devoted to close-order drill and the manual-of-arms. further 
it is obvious that the smartly-saluting squad of police posted 
at both the rolitical Uffice and advisorate does more to 
bolster British prestige than it does to deter local lawlessness. 
Mr. Cochran is himself most affable and conscientious. dis 
wife has also just this past month come to Doha toadd to the 
growing little community there. ‘They live comfortably enough in 
quarters which have been improvised in 4 native compound. 


PDY has for several years had somebody stationed in Dona, 
to transmit messages to and from the sheikh, ana to handle the 
company's local affairs there; the position was only recently 
regularized with the title, Chief Local nepresentative. ‘ine 
present incumbent, bir. C.i.o. Lirbutt, served for about 4 year 
in the position and then, after a brief periad in the terminal 
at Umm Said, returned to the job. ile is a fellow in his late 
twenties and has seen a number of years of military service -- 
all during the war and then with the dordan Frontier force. 
iie speaks enough srabic to make his way around without an in- 
terpreter. 

It was my conclusion that Mr. Tirbutt is not entrusted with 
any of the more important negotiations of the company; he only 
rarely gets to Dukhan and is not kept up-to-date on company 
matters. 1 was informed that when he last gave up his job in 
the terminal -- as an administrative assistant to the Superin- 
tendant -=- he was advised that he might at any time bs replaced 
in Doha. Il think that the company is waiting to find somebody 
with a better background or with more training?the oil business 
who would be more competent to fill the positiOn. 


At about the turn of the year the Eastern Bank sent a rep~ 
resentative to Doha to extablish a branch there, so as to be in 
position to handle the Sheikh's royalty account. This first 
manager was a@ bachelor who has since been transferred away. the 
present manager is a Mr. Koss, a young chap with an equally 
young and attgactive wife, who had already served about two years 
4n the branch in Bahrein; they are resigned to serving out in 
Doha the two more years which are still ahead of them in this 
contract. Their main interest at this time is to see the com- 
pletion of the new bank building which will include modern living 
accomodations for them. Mr. Ross's subordinate staff consists 
merely of one or two Bahreini clerks. 
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lhe Arab sersonalities 


I am not in position to remurx extensively upon the 
character of sheikh ‘Ali bin Abdulla 4] ‘hani; his reputation 
as a boor is well established. 4i can only observe that he 
received me wien i called and that, altinough he was persuing 
some personal correspondence all during the while 1 was with 
him, he did not actually do me any positive discourtesy. I 
would tend to agree with the conclusions of other persons tnat 
he displays a remarkable lack of interest in the outside world 
and even in his own immediate surroundings. 

l was informed that the present oheikh's father, Sheikh 
abdulla bin Qasim al shani who abdicated in august 1949, is 
nicely established at a small oasis and garden some five miles 
or so inland from Voha. te is said to be aging rapidly in body 
but to be still very much mentally alert. His complaint is of 
the same sort that is aftlicting certain other prominent «irabs 
of mature years -- a hardening or stiffening of the joints,or 
general paralysis of the body. (In this connection, a Pakistani 
doctor has just arrived in Doha to attend Sheikh abdulla. [I 
could not determine quite who had engaged him but many remarks 
seemed to indicate that his appointment was incongruous; the 
American luission doctors visit the Sheikh when they are in Uoha, 
and secondly vakistanis are generally not respected by the arabs. 
It was suggested that this man would probably be able to help 
the »heikh hittlé and that he would not last long at the job.) 


There are hebeyfques in Doha“#Scstana in particularly 
close relationship to the Secicnvandecanciac paramount in- 
fluence in determining the Sheikh's outward relations and the 
fortunes of Qatar. One of these factions is embodied in the 
persennof Salih al Suleiman al Mana and the other is constituted 
by the Darwish family -- presently the brothers, Abdulla, Qasim 
and Abdul Rahman. 


Salih al Mana has been for a number of years, and even now 
continues nominally in the position of, Councillor of State to 
the Sheikh. Salih seems pretty much to play a lone hand -~- with- 
out the assistance or backing of any relatives or petainers -- 
and in addition he seems to have set himself apart generally from 
many local associations by reason of the fact that he has traveled 
abroad and is something of a cosmopolitern. He is the only native 
in Qatar in position to receive and extend hospitality to visiting 
foreigners; he has an apprediation of foreign mannerss and modern 
technology. Salih is not however at all overbearing in his 
approach but rather is very quiet-spoken and even unprepossessing 
in appearance. 

Salih has obviously combined a certain modicum of business 
enterprise with his profession of state-craft for he is now among 
the more important land owners in Doha and is said to have 
sufficient capital and investments so as to not to have to worry 
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about his future. In this connection it was generally remarked 

that Salih would probably not be remaining in Doha much longer. 

His position with the Sheikh is not as strong as it was in years 
gone by and he would seem to have little incentive to resist the 
new forces at work in Qatar. He has recently completed a hawge 

residence in bBahrein where he could retire. 


The members of the Darwish clan provide a marked contrast to 
Salih al Mana. ‘They remain strictly native in temperment and 
mode of life -- excepting perhaps the extent to which they have 
adopted the automobile. The Darwisi#s however constitute by far 
the outstanding mercantile and financial group in qatar; their 
influence is noted throughout the peninsula. they command respect 
from all outside parties because of their business initiative and 
resourcefulnesss 

I did not have occasion to call on any members of the Darwish 
family while I was in Doha; however the respect which is accorded 
them was made evident while I was there. On arrival I noted the 
rather considerable number of Qatar flags flying from various 
houses throughout the city; it was explained to me that Qasim 
Darwish had just that day returned from his Haj to Mecca and that 
the flags were in honor of the event. It was also added that the 
display was much more impressive than the shows which had been 
put on for the Sheikh in connection with the latter's official 
activities. 


Undercurrents and Rivalries 


It is my understanding that Salih al Mana has long been the 
senior statesman or advisor in the Sheikhdom and that the Danrwish 
house represented more or less active competition to the Sheikh 
himself. Now, however, that situation is changing and as salih 
is losing his influence the Darwishes are tending to supplant him 
within the palace. This development is of course related to the 
accession of Sheikh ‘Ali and the bowing-out of Sheikh Abdulla. 

I would imagine that the British are content to see salih 
fade out of the picture -- with the idea that they themselves will 
take his place. Necessarily,then,their main interest is that in 
this transition period the Sheikh does not grow too close to the 
Darwishese AS a@ commentary on this point it was interesting that 
while I was in Doha both Mr. Jacomb and Mr. Plant actively dis- 
couraged me from calling on the Darwishes; they remarked that, 
from their British point of view, it was desirable that all official 
recognition and contacts of the Darwishes be kept to a minimun, 

The Darwish organization is so competent and so Well estab- 
lished locally as to be practically independent of other factions. 
Undoubtedly the family would be most happy intimately to assist 
the Sheikh in his affairs and in the disbursement of his revenues, 
but on the other hand such ties are not vital to the family 
fortunes. Conversely, as was indicated above Salih al Mana may 
be in the process of liquidating his position in Doha -= but also 
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it is possible that he may try to hang on for a while longer. 

At the moment Salih is making a play for the patronage of the 
Superior Oil Company which is just beginning to develop its 
operations in Qatar. ‘Those members of the survey crews attached 
to Superior who have been living ashore have been put up in 
Salih's house. If Superior finds it necessary to build up any 
sort of an office or depot in Voha it would seeme likely now 
that calih would get the contract for the business. 


The attitudes of the oil companies in wWatar, in the handling 
of their relations, appear also at this time to be unsettled. I 
believe that nominally the local affairs of PDQ --as they affect 
the oheikhdom or the British government -- are supposed to be 
channeled through the office in Bahrein of setroleum Concessions 
Ltd. PDQ has however long maintained informal liaison with the 
sheikh in Doha from its field headquarters in Dukhan. Mir. N.Te 
Langham, the Fields Manager of PDQ (and an American) ,mentioned 
to me that he had always enjoyed the most informal and direct 
access to the Sheikh, and that he did not perceive the advantages 
which would accrue from confining the company's contacts to the 
office of Mr. Plant in Doha. It was of course implied here that 
neither PCL in Bahrein nor Mr. Tirbutt in Doha had appreciably 
assisted the company in its relationse Mr. Langham is leaving 
the services of PDQ and it is possible that his successor may 
find it more expedient to deal through PCL, through the Chief 
Local Representative in Doha, or thvough Mr. Plant, than did ifr. 
Langham. 

I understand that similarly the superior Oil Company has 
not yet chosen to use the good offices of Mr. Plant but rather 
phefers to dapproacoh the cheikh through Salih al Mana. 

The dependence of PDQ upon Darwish is very apparent; the 
company tends to feel that,if it had not been for Darwish, the 
exploitation of oil in Qatar would have been much delayed. It 
is of course a relative proposition -- but the fact remains that 
the Darwishes areethe only persons in Qatar who were aable to 
assist with any sort of entrepreneurship. The company has not 
come to have any particular love for the Darwishes, but at least 
some sort of professional respecte 


Initial Stages of Exploitation and Development in Qatar 


The present situation in Doha is fascinating to hehold; 
the scene is so limited and uncluttered, the characters so few 
and yet so well defined. 

There is no question in my mind but that the British Foreign 
Office has embarked upon a program of moulding Qatar into the 
pattern of Bahrein. They desire to keep the peninsula pretty 
much to themselves, to develop the resources profitably but with 
little or no investment of their own, to improve the lot of the 
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native inhabitants in a commendable manner but at a leksurlely 
pace. It would seem that their project should be successful; 
within six months of the establishment of a British Political 
Office in Doha the sheikh had been prevailed upon to engage 
an Advisor and a kolice Commandant, both British, and to weltome 
to his capital a British bank. 

lir, Plant, the advisor, undoubtedly has a most onerous task; 
his initial understandings with the Sheikh came about only after 
months of conversations and proddings and he still encounters in 
the Sheikh a reluctance to agree on even minor issues. WMost im- 
portant of course to Mr. Plant's position was the fundamental 
matter of the allocation of the soheikh's income. It is my under- 
standing that the figures finally arrived at were: one-quarter 
for the sheikh's personal and "unvouchered" use; One-quarter for 
a "civil list", being retainers for the Jneikhs relatives and 
tribal supporters; one-quarter for long term investments; and 
one=quarter for public welfare and local improvement projectse 
Disbursenents other than those coming from the Sheikh's own 
one-quarter of the income require the joint signature of both 
the Sheikh and iir. Plant. (With a fairly regular royalty income 
now of Sheuequivalent of about 100,000 per month this means 
that Mr. Plant is concerned with the expenditure of about 75,000 
per month; and,of this latter sum,the 25,000 to be devoted to 
local improvement really occypies the greater part of his attention.) 

From my conversations with Mr. Plant I obtained the distinct 
impression that, although there are many impediments in his way, 
he has approached his job with excessive timidity. I doubt if 
there will be any novel projects, or that we will see anything 
like the quick cultural transitions which have taken place in 
Saudi Arabia under Aramco's tutelage. The importation of foreign 
specialists and the use of foreign exchange will be avoided. 
Tllustrative of this point are the following: (1) When I inquired 
if a municipal electrical plant was contemplated for Doha, ilr. 
Plant replied that such was out of the question because it would 
involve bringing in "a mechanic" to maintain and operate the 
system; and thus itewotld appear that electricity will continue 
to be limited in Doha to those few dozen establishments which have 
their own small in@ividual generators. (2) Mr. Plant related that, 
upon his return from a visit this summer to abqgaiq, Hofuf and 
Riyadh the Sheikh suggested that a fly eradication progran, using 
DDI spray, be undertaken; Mr. Plant voted against this suggestion 
on the grounds that it would be too expensive and that it would 
be unproductive. (In this connection I would imagine that Mr. 
Plant regrets the existence here so close in saudi Arabia of the 
many American concepts of modern living to which Sheikh ‘ali is 
exposed and which he, Mr. vlant, must repress. } 

Lacking an’ amicable agreement with the sheikh as to a con- 
prehensive program of development, Mr. Plant has had to be content 
with putting through only one op two miscellaneous construction 
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jobs. The greater portion of the money at his aisposal this year 
will not have been spent and there is little prospect Yor any 
improvement in the situation. Mr. rlant mostly bemoans his lack 

of any office staff and exclaims that with ten good men under him -- 
Britishers -- he could really run the country. If, of course, he, 
had no interference from the Sheikh. as it is he has‘tin his office 
One interpreter=-clerk and he can not even locate any other natives 
who are literate in arabic and snglish. 

the first matter attended to after ir. Plant's arrival was 
naturally the remodeling of an old compound near the sheikh's 
palace for his own use as office and living quarters. i'Nen, as 
the first municipal project, Mr. Plant conceived a quey-side road 
about a half-mile in length which opened up and made accessible 
the half dozen jetties along Doha's most built-up section. The 
sea-front nere had previously been reached only by tortuous side 
streets. and secondly he is just now completing an additional 
and public stone-filled jetty in the central portion of this area. 
(It is of some interest that both of these projects affect and 
make more valuable the main property holdings of Salih al Wana.) 
Mr. Plant has also been arguing for the construction of a highway, 
in the form of a sweeping arc leading through the central portion 
of the city and down to the water-front, to be superimposed upon 
a dry stream-bed. He has been completely blocked on this project 
however, for reasons which he cannot fathom, and it is being held 
in abeyance. Mr. rlant states that, as an indication of the 
apathy of the Sheikh in such matters, the latter has not even 
inspected the quey-side road nor the jetty despite the fact that 
they are within a few hundred yards of his palace. 

Among the things which Mr. Plant feels are essential to the 
community of Voha and to Qatar as a whole, but which are not yet 
beyond the "talking" stage, are the following: (1) The subsidi- 
zation, or even the complete taking-over, of the American Mission 
hospital which has been operating in Doha for the last three or 
four years; (2) The institution of some sort of elementary school 
system which up to now is wholly lacking; (3) The expansion of the 
Customs Administration which as yet is very rudimentary (undoubted- 
ly customs duties, like those in Bbahrein, will be at a nominal 
uniform rate designed for revenue purposes only); (4) The setting- 
up of some manner of immigration controls (mainly to put a stop to 
the comings and goings of Persian merchants, craftsmen and laborers; 
and (5) the devehopment of Doha as something more than a shallow- 
draft port limited to small dhows. (This would seem to involve the 
creation of a channel through the off-shore coral reefs and, upon 
investigation, may be found impractical.) 
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Sirs 


The Depertment is plegsed to inform you that the Consulate 
General's despatch No. 46 /ef Octoder 31, pio “Current Pelitical 
Problems in cater," prepared by Consul M. Hobert imtherford, has 
been rated EXCELLENT, 


Mr. iutherford is commended for the preparstion of this des- 
patch which has been commented upon by the Office of Near fastern 











the Department. This is the first comprehensive study 


i, affairs of the Department as follows: 
a" % "“Deteils concerning the political developaent ef 
a L ) gatar, stimleted b; the increasing production of oil 
Pere from the Uukhan oil fields, are of grest interest to 
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received an political developments in this arer. 


"ur, Rutherford is commended for the thoroagh 
investigation end penetrating observations he sade 
during hie brief visit te Jater.* 


It will be appreciated if you will bring this comesadation, 
which has vesn made a part of the reporting officer's performances 
record, te the attention of Mr. Rutherferd, 


A copy of this commendation is being transmitted te the 
Americen Labassy, Jidda. 
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described the function of the Adviserate as in effect "running the administration ~) 
of Qatar" for the Ruler. Wright said that the existing development programs, | 
which are largely in the medical, educational, and electric power supply fields, 
are doing well on the whole. As for the development or creation of economically - 
productive segments of the Qatar economy, he said little or no progress had been , . 
made. For the future he thought the main lines for this sort of development O 
should be (1) a search for artesian water for irrigation purposes (2) development> 
of a fishery and fish processing industry (3) manufacturing cement for salein 
the Persian Gulf area. : (0 
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On the social problem created by the influx of outsiders into Qatar 
Wright said that he thought eventually the Pakistanis and Adenese would blend 
in with the Qatari population, and the Lebanese, Syraans, and Palestinians cy 
would be eased out, 


Introduction: During a visit to Doha, the capital of Qatar, the drafting officer 
was introduced to Mr. William Wright (phonetic), the Assistant Adviser, by 

Mr. D. C. Carden, the Political Agent. Wright has served in India and then, 
after the partition of the sub-continent, transferred to the Sudan administration 
and served, I believe, in one of the North Sudan provinces. He is a handsome, 
erect man of medium height with dark but greying hair and moustache. He speaks 
Arabic well and takes quiet pride in that accomplishment and in what 1 am sure 
is a fine record as a colonial administrator. He ang his wife, Ethyl, have a 
great sentimental attachment to pre-partition India,a somewhat aggrieved 
feeling about the ending of British rule there. He also disapproves the British {) 
withdrawal from the Sudan. ‘the mutiny of South Sudanese troops was a topic ©) 
he and Carden discussed at a dinner at Cardens' home on August 28, and : 





Wright's fecling on that event was one of slightly triumphant bitterness 

at the spectacle of the throes of the new Sudan Government. Wright holds a 
high and influential position in Watar, but he is willing to give careful 
attention to details of his office. As a personal mannerism he often adopts 
a commanding air and a somewhat dogmatic approach. 





Ne 7 
amg: I called on Wright at his office on Aug. [~} 
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29. The Adviserate currently occupies an old two-story building looking out 
across the same sauare as the Agency. The flag of Qatar flies from the roof 

over its entrance and a fuard of 3 or 4 policemen was on duty at the big open 
carved door. I gave my card to a servant just inside the doorway, and he led 

me down e@ passage open to the sky and paved with several inches of tiny, white 
curled seashells, Wright's office was not large, and almost the entire wall 

back of his desk was covered by a map of the town of Doha showing even tiny 
alleys and every individual house, 4 


Wright outlined the organization of the Adviserate, stating that the 
Adviser, Mr, Nancock, had under his supervision three heads: the Chief of Police, 
Cochran; the Director of the Medical Departnient; and the State Engineer, Mr. Hale. 
He compared the Adviserate to the Civil Secretary's office in the old Sudan 
Administration and frankly explained that it "runs the administration" for the 
buler. He said that Mr. Hancock, who was away at the time, normally sees the 
ltuler almost every day. ‘right then outlined the Adviserate's program as medi- 
cal, educational, supply of electricity and distilled water, and, most recently, 
road éonstruction,. "On all these," he said, "we ure doing pretty well on the 
whole," 


. 


The problem of economic productivit 





I then said that the program as he had sketched it did not seem to 
have a nortion devoted to developing economic vroductivity. If so, was the 
limitation one of resources or lack of interest and sunport from the luler? 

He said thet was a problem to which he had siven a lot of thought and he would 
have to admit they had not been able to accomplish much toward its solution 
yet. He thought there were three possibilities which should be exvlored, 

(1) finding water, (2) developing fisheries, and (3) processing rock into 
cement. On the first one he said thet a water survey had been started last 
winter and might be completed this coming winter, He said it is caradoxical 
that Rehrain should have a relative abundance of water but Gatar, just 25 miles 
away, had almost none, If the theory is correct that there is a geologic fault 
under the area between Bahrain and Qatar, still vrerhaps the aquafer can be 
located at a lower level. Deep tests would be needed to ascertain the facts, 
Of the water already located, he said, the fear exists that those limited 
amounts which are not excessively brackish may actually be fossil water and 
the supply will be soon exhausted if it is used for irrigation purposes, On 
the other two possibilities he said hardly any start had been made, Neverthe- 
less, the Gulf was full of fish and he was thinking in terms of a fish cannery 
and fish manure industry. As for the vossibility of raking cement, he had 
been assured that the rock of Qatar cont: ined the necessary ineredients for 
comont (the only one he mentioned specifically was rypsum, a relatively small 
component of Portland cement), He thought that cement manufactured in Qatar 
should be able to find a market at least in the Persian Gulf area and that was 
an area where the construction boom was probably going to last a long time. 


The future social pattern of Qatar: 


I said another troubling factor I had heard about in Qatar was that 





the effect of oil development had been to create a relatively massive influx of 
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outsiders. There were now ebout 15,000 Qataris and «bout 10,000 non-Qataris, 
with the latter occupying almost all the key commercial and economic positions, 
dripht said this social problem had developed because "Qatar had been cragered 
into its present position unprepared and so-to-speak willy-nilly." The Oil 
Company couldn't weit for the Gatar educational system to produce the literate, 
the sltilled :nd the technically trained people needed for industry. However, 
he thourht in time the Pakistanis and some of the Adenese would intermurry and 
blend with the Gatari population, the Catari townspeople would develop the 
cavability to control their own commerce, and the Lebanese and Syriens would 
probably be eased out because they were unpopular, This unpopularity was, in 
his opinion, due mainly to their tendency to look down on the Gataris as back- 
ward, 
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"QATAR: FROM POVERTY TO PROSPERITY . . » IN NINE YEARS 


"The Independent State Of Watar, Ruled Over By Sheikh Ali Bin 
Abdullah Al Thani, Is Perhaps Not Widely Known, It 1] Li 
100 Miles Long By 60 Miles Wide On The Western Shore Of The Gulf And 
} A European Until As hecently As 1904 When The 
German Traveller Herr Burchardt Explored It. | 














"The terrain is almost entirely rocky and pebbly desert. The only 
natural vegetation is coarse grass growing in tufts in the sand and in 
a few places there is stunted brushwood. 


"The climate is harsh indeed and for five months of the year it is 
extremely hot and humid. The people, some 40,000, live on the coast 
with a few exceptions round wells in the hinterland, and the great 
majority, about 30,000 live in Doha, the capital. 


"But in December 1949 the first shipment of oil was exported from 
the new terminal at Umm Said. Qatar's years of poverty were over but 
this sudden excess of great wealth has brought new and unfamiliar 
problems to the Al Thani family who have dominated this arid land for 
a century and more. 


"There were no schools, no hospitals. In the brief space of eight 
years all this has changed. The extent of the change is perhaps most 
graphically portrayed in the astonishment of a visitor who has not seen 
Doha for perhaps five or six years and was neither familiar with the 
whine of air-conditioning units nor with the dangers of crossing a busy 
dual lane carriageway. 


"Tt is also graphically stated in the fact that per capita income 
in Qatar is the highest in the world. In eight years the annual export 
rate of oil has risen from 13 million tons to an estimated figure of 
8 million tons in this current year. 


"One primary school was built in 1951. Now there are a Secondary 
school, a Technical training centre, five primary schools and 16 kinder- 
gartens. Adult education at night school is also being rapidly developed, 
All education is free and assistance is given to those wishing to study 
abroad. During the coming year a new boys school for LOO pupils will 
be built, and feeding facilities are being provided for 2,000 students. 


"The health service is entirely free. The State Medical Service 
runs three hospitals: one general hospital recently completed at a 
cost of b3.5 million with 130 beds; one maternity hospital with 66 beds 
in the final stages of completion which when completed will have cost 
over &300,000; and one which is to be converted for use as an isolation 
and TB hospital. This last has 60 beds. A number of clinics are also 
run by the Medical Service throughout Doha, the capital and the outlying 
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"Additionally, the Qatar Petroleum Company operates two hospitals, 
one at Umm Said, the company's terminal port, and the other at Dukham, 
theoil field, with 75 and 50 beds respectively. At both these hospitals, 
all the Company's staff are treated, as are the inhabitants of those 
areas, free of charge. 


“An efficient Public Health Service is run throughout the peninsula. 
It is responsible for normal public health work and as a result, the 
country is remarkably free from infectious diseases. In a recent I[.3. 
survey throughout the country, some 35,000 persons were examined. 


"A piped water supply has been installed in Doha which produces 
120,000 gallons of drinking water per day. Plans are well ahead for 
the establishment of a new distillation plant which will double the 
ghey ss output. This will be completed by next summer at a cost of 
3000. 


"Services 


"A new power station, with a capacity of 10.44 megawatts was opened 
on May 1 this year. Each of its four diesel engines has an output 
greater than the whole of the output of the previous station. 


"Road surfaces are being rapidly developed. New roads have been 
laid throughout the capital and work is shortly to start on 300 miles 
of rural roads which will connect the capital with the villages in the 
north of the peninsula and with Saudi Arabia. 


"tan efficient telephone and telegraph service is operated in Qatar 
by Messrs. Cable & Wireless Ltd. by agreement with the Government. 
Radio telephone links have been established with neighbouring Gulf 
States, the Indian and European continents, and other parts of the 
Middle East. 


"There are 3 airfields in Qatar, Two are operated by the Qatar 
Petroleum Company at Umm Said and Dukhan, and the third is operated by 
the Qatar Government in Doha. 


"The Doha airport runway is being extended to a total length of 
7,500 feet to enable it to handle modern heavy aircraft such as the 
Britannia. It is at present handling Viscounts, Yorks and lighter air- 
craft. A new terminal and control tower is planned and work will begin 
on these very shortly. The first stages are expected to cost 575,000. 
Doha airport is one of the few 'all weather! airports in the Gulf. 


"Harbour 


tan efficient and modern harbour has been developed at Umm Said. 
This is capable of handling large ocean-going vessels and is the port 
at which all imported goods are landed. Here also are loaded the tankers 
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with the oil produced at Dukhan. Some 30-35 tankers a month are handled. 
The port also handles vessels plying between Watar and Europe as well as 
India and Pakistan, 


"Plans are being considered for the cevelopment of the shallow 
harbour at Doha into one capable of dealing with ocean-going vessels, 


"An interecommunity sporting club was recently opened in Doha, A 
long-term, free-of-interest loan of 430,000 was provided by the Govern- 
ment for this purposee 


"An experimental farm is run by the Government. An exhibition of 
its work was recently held and aroused great interest, 


"Tncome from oil revenue this year will be in the region of &17 
million and the market in Doha is growing rapidly under the stimulus 
of ever-increasing personal and commercial demand." 
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SUBJECT: Present Status of the Problem of Succession in Qatar 


The problem of succession in Qatar is temporarily quiescent. In speaking of the | 
background of the disagreement the British Political Agent said that the subject of 
succession has Kardly been mentioned since the last flare-up in mid-1958. At that 
time Shaikh Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-Thani, the Ruler's son and preferred successor was 
visiting Cairo. On June 17, 1958 the Cairo radid in a news story referred to Ahmad 
as the Heir Apparent. This was too much for Khalifah ibn Hamad al-Thani who con- 
siders himself the legal successor and rumors ran through the suq that his partisans 
planned to create a series of disorders. It was reported that the Ruler asked 
Khalifah to desist and that Khalifah had then named his price: his public designa- 
tion as Heir and the banishment of Abd al-Rahman ibn Darwish Fakhru whom he sus-~ 
pected of engineering the Cairo announcement. fbd al-Rahman was Shaikh Ahmad's 
"secretary" on the trip. 


The Ruler summoned Ahmad home and "bought Khalifah off", The Agent said that 
Khalifah was given a cash settlement of & 15,000 (Sterling) and his annual allowance 
was increased to b };5,000 (Sterling), . . The trouble expired at once and a 
group of ornate concrete palaces began to be built by the Bani Ahmad. 


The Agent considers the Bani Ahmad, the two most important members of which 
are Shaikh Nasir ibn Khalid al-Thani and his brother Qasim ibn Khalid, as a floating 
power unit between Shaikhs Ahmad and Khalifah. Until October of last year they 
supported Khalifah. However, there are now “under-the-counter" talks about forming 
ministries and the Bani Ahmad think that Khalifah is trying to place members of his 
family in the key positions. To avoid being left out in the cold, the Bani Ahmad 
now have switched their support to Shaikh Ahmad. 


6Scc-1/CO°sAQGEL 


COMMENT: During the Ruler's recent hunting trip through eastern Saudi Arabia he 
again left his son Ahmad acting as head of state. In spite of the claims of his 
nephew, Khalifah, he still hopes to be succeeded by his son. 


cc: Amembassy, Jidda “rk 
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